Recently, molecular studies have shown that P. brasiliensis (S1a, S1b) and related species P. americana (S2), P. restrepiensis (S3) 4 The authors report a male patient with an unusual and extensive cutaneous involvement of a sarcoid-like skin lesion caused by P. brasiliensis sensu stricto (S1a).
Figure 1:
Paracoccidioidomycosis: erythematoviolaceous, infiltrated, sarcoidosis--like lesions on the face In PCM, sarcoid-like lesion is an expression of equilibrium between infectious agent and host defense. The histological presentation comprises a well-developed epithelioid granuloma and multinucleated giant cells with scarce fungal elements, posing a diagnostic challenge even when using specific stain. 7 In such circumstances, cases can be clinically and histologically misinterpreted as leprosy or another infectious disease, or even as non-infectious granulomatous dermatosis. 7 Another unusual aspect of this case was the apparent absence of pulmonary involvement, which is the rule in adult male individuals. Itraconazole has been effective in PCM, as observed in this patient. 8 Efforts have been made in every case, using molecular tools, to identify the correct species of genus Paracoccidioides and to correlate it with geographical origin, clinical aspects and response to treatment, to determine the real meaning and impact of the new species.
